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(57) ABSTRACT

An exemplary method of controlling an elevator system
includes determining that a temporary heavy traffic condi-
tion exists that includes a plurality of passengers requiring
elevator service from an originating floor in the building that
is distinct from a lobby floor. At least one elevator car out of
a plurality of elevator cars within the building is temporarily
dedicated to carry the passengers from the originating floor.
A peak travel scheduling strategy is temporarily used for
controlling the dedicated elevator car or cars for a selected
period of time.
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ELEVATOR SYSTEM WITH DYNAMIC
TRAFFIC PROFILE SOLUTIONS

BACKGROUND

Elevator systems are useful for carrying passengers
between various levels within a building. In many situations
there are special considerations that must be taken into
account to provide efficient service to passengers. For
example, many commercial buildings have a high traffic
load in the morning hours when people are arriving for
work. This is commonly referred to as an up-peak traffic
condition because of the large amount of traffic traveling
upward from a ground floor or lobby floor of the building.
A variety of up-peak traffic scheduling strategies are known
to improve elevator service during such times.

One limitation on known up-perk scheduling strategies is
that they only address one type of situation. Additionally,
up-peak scheduling strategies, for example, only work with
the lobby floor as the departure floor and are only capable of
handling large volumes of traffic going in an upward direc-
tion.

Other situations arise within different buildings and dif-
ferent settings that may occur on an irregular or sporadic
basis. Known elevator systems are not capable of addressing
the needs of such situations.

SUMMARY

An exemplary method of controlling an elevator system
includes determining that a temporary heavy traffic condi-
tion exists that includes a plurality of passengers requiring
elevator service from an originating floor in the building that
is distinct from a lobby floor. At least one elevator car out of
a plurality of elevator cars within the building is temporarily
dedicated to carry the passengers from the originating floor.
A peak travel scheduling strategy is temporarily used for
controlling any dedicated elevator car for a selected period
of time.

An exemplary elevator system includes a plurality of
elevator cars situated within a building. A controller is
configured to determine that a temporary heavy traffic con-
dition exists that includes a plurality of passengers requiring
elevator service from an originating floor in the building that
is distinct from a lobby floor. The controller temporarily
dedicates at least one of the elevator cars to carry the
passengers from the originating floor. The controller is also
configured to temporarily use a peak travel scheduling
strategy for controlling any dedicated elevator car for a
selected period of time.

The various features and advantages of this invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from the follow-
ing detailed description of an example embodiment. The
drawings that accompany the detailed description can be
briefly described as follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates selected portions of an
example elevator system designed according to an embodi-
ment of this invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart diagram summarizing an example
approach consistent with an embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a user interface that is
useful with an example embodiment of this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates selected portions of an
elevator system 20. A plurality of elevator cars 22, 24 and 26
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are situated within a building for carrying passengers
between different levels or floors within the building. Only
three elevator cars 22, 24 and 26 are illustrated for discus-
sion purposes. This invention is not limited to a particular
number of elevator cars.

An elevator controller 28 controls operation of the eleva-
tor cars 22, 24 and 26 by assigning an operating mode to
each car so that it serves passengers according to a prede-
termined strategy. For example, the elevator controller 28
may group cars for serving particular floors or sectors and
may select different scheduling strategies for each of the
cars. Although a single elevator controller 28 is schemati-
cally illustrated, more than one controller device may be
used for these purposes. The example elevator controller 28
may be realized using an elevator group controller, for
example. Alternatively, the example elevator controller 28
may be realized by having individual elevator controllers
that communicate with each other or a central control for
realizing the features and functionality of the discussed
example.

As can be appreciated from FIG. 1, the elevator cars 22,
24 and 26 provide service to a plurality of floors within a
building including a lobby floor 30, intermediate floors 32,
34, 36 and 38 and a highest floor 40. Each of the floors
includes a landing where passengers have access to the
corresponding elevator car. In the illustration, hoistway
doors 42 are positioned at each landing serviced by the car
22, hoistway doors 44 are positioned at each landing ser-
viced by the car 24 and hoistway doors 46 are positioned at
each landing serviced by the car 26.

Under normal operating conditions, the elevator control-
ler 28 uses any of a plurality of known elevator control, car
assignment and scheduling strategies. The illustrated
example also includes the ability to address particular or
unusual traffic conditions in which there are a relatively
large number of passengers that require elevator service
from an originating floor that is distinct from the lobby floor
30. For example, temporary heavy traffic conditions may
occur during a typical lunch hour in a building where a
cafeteria is located on one of the intermediate floors. A
relatively large number of passengers will require service
from that building level to one or more other building levels
so that they can return to work after lunch. Other heavy
traffic conditions may occur because of a large number of
people leaving a rooftop hotel restaurant, a top floor con-
ference room or the location of a well-attended event such
as a large wedding within a hotel, for example.

FIG. 2 includes a flowchart diagram 50 summarizing an
example approach for dynamically addressing heavy traffic
conditions that include passengers requiring service from an
originating floor other than the lobby floor 30. A determi-
nation is made at 52, by the controller 28 for example,
whether a heavy traffic load at an originating floor other than
the lobby floor 30, exists. According to the illustrated
example, this determination can be made in one of several
ways. At 54 a determination is made based upon a manual
indication that is provided to the controller 28 by an autho-
rized individual. A building manager, for example, in one
embodiment has the ability to provide an indication to the
elevator controller 28 that a particular traffic condition needs
to be addressed. The building manager will know, for
example, scheduled events within the building that will
involve a heavy traffic condition such as when a large
conference is concluding or when a special event on a
particular floor of the building is over.

Another way in which the determination whether a heavy
traffic load exists is made in the illustrated example includes
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determining whether a number of requests for elevator
service from a particular floor indicates a heavy traffic
condition. This is illustrated at 56 in FIG. 2. When the
number of requests from a particular floor exceeds a prede-
termined threshold within a selected amount of time, that
can serve as an indication of a heavy traffic load condition
in which a large number of individuals are requesting
elevator service from that floor. Another technique includes
checking a frequency at which requests are made from a
particular floor.

Another way of determining whether there is a heavy
traffic load at an originating floor other than the lobby
according to the example of FIG. 2 includes determining
whether a load in one or more elevator cars indicates a heavy
traffic condition. This is illustrated at 58 in FIG. 2. For
example, if more than one elevator car is heavily loaded at
approximately the same time departing from the same floor
that can be an indication of a large number of people
requiring service from that floor.

The elevator controller 28 uses one or more of the
example indications for making the determination at 52.
When there is a heavy traffic load, the controller 28 tempo-
rarily dedicates at least one of the elevator cars 22, 24 or 26
to carry passengers from the originating floor. This is shown
at 60 in FIG. 2. In the illustrated example, the number of cars
dedicated to provide service from the originating floor,
which is distinct from the lobby floor 30, is either a
predetermined number as shown at 62 or a dynamically
determined number as shown at 64. In some examples, the
number of elevator cars available within a building will
place limits on how many cars can be dedicated to address
a temporary heavy traffic situations. For such systems,
selecting a predetermined number at 62 will allow for
addressing the heavy traffic load and still maintaining an
adequate number of elevator cars available for providing
other service within the building. Other elevator systems
will have enough elevator cars available that the elevator
controller 28 may select a different number of cars depend-
ing on the particular traffic load condition. Given this
description, those skilled in the art will realize which way of
selecting the number of elevator cars to address the heavy
traffic load will meet the needs of their particular situation.

Once at least one elevator car has been temporarily
dedicated exclusively to serving passengers traveling from
the originating floor, the controller 28 temporarily uses at
least one peak traffic scheduling strategy for controlling the
dedicated car or cars. This is shown at 70 in FIG. 2. One
example scheduling strategy utilized at 72 includes provid-
ing express travel to a single destination. Express travel in
this example allows an elevator car to travel between the
originating floor and a single destination without any inter-
mediate stops in either direction. For example, it may be that
the heavy traffic load includes a large number of passengers
(or even all of the passengers) requiring service from the
originating floor to the same destination floor. The sched-
uling strategy in such a situation can include express travel
to that single destination. This strategy is also useful at times
when a large number of people are traveling from an
originating floor and exiting the building. In such a situation,
the lobby or ground floor 30 may be the single destination.

In other examples, the express travel scheduling strategy
includes the ability to bring passengers back to the origi-
nating floor. Some examples will allow a limited number of
stops during the elevator car return trip to the originating
floor but those are kept to a minimum to maintain the
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benefits of having temporary express travel service to
address the need to carry a large number of passengers from
the originating floor.

Other scenarios will involve a large number of passengers
leaving an originating floor but traveling to multiple loca-
tions within the building. For such situations, it may be
useful to have at least one car scheduled to provide express
travel to a single destination but have one or more other cars
scheduled with more flexibility so that passengers arrive at
their intended destinations.

Another scheduling strategy is shown at 74 which
involves controlling an elevator car to travel in a single
direction from the originating floor. For situations in which
a cafeteria floor, for example, is located near a middle of the
height of a building, many individuals may travel upward
after lunch while others will travel downward. One example
includes scheduling at least one of the dedicated elevator
cars to always travel in an upward direction and then return
to the originating floor to pick up more passengers. Another
one of the dedicated elevator cars may be scheduled to only
travel in a downward direction from the originating floor and
then return to pick up more passengers.

Some examples include using one scheduling strategy for
one of the dedicated elevator cars and a second, different
scheduling strategy for another one of the dedicated elevator
cars. When passengers leaving the originating floor desire to
be carried to multiple destinations, it may be useful to assign
different scheduling strategies to different ones of the dedi-
cated elevator cars that are addressing the heavy traffic
condition at that originating floor. A split group operation
approach may be used, for example, to provide service to
passengers heading to different destinations potentially in
different directions from the originating floor.

In one example, the scheduling strategy is analogous to an
up-peak scheduling strategy with the originating floor
treated as a virtual lobby and the lobby floor 30 treated as
any other destination floor. One such scheduling strategy
also substitutes downward travel for upward travel in the
scheduling algorithm to provide service in a downward
direction from the virtual lobby.

After a selected amount of time, the elevator cars can be
returned to normal service so that they are no longer
dedicated to the particular needs and scheduling strategy
used for addressing the temporary heavy traffic load. In one
example, a predetermined amount of time is used for the
traffic scheduling strategy. In another example, a controller
28 obtains information that the heavy traffic load condition
has subsided and returns the dedicated elevator cars back to
normal service eligibility.

One example includes changing the status of one or more
of the elevator cars during the temporary heavy traffic load.
For example, one car may be an express service car during
a first portion of the time during which peak travel sched-
uling strategy is used. That car is returned to a normal
scheduling strategy while a different car is substituted in as
the express service car for a second portion of the time
during which peak travel scheduling is used.

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates an interface device 80 that
allows an individual such as a building manager to commu-
nicate with the elevator controller 28 to request a response
to a heavy traffic load. This example includes a touch screen
display 82 that includes menu options that may be selected
to provide the desired information to the elevator controller
28. In this example, a selection at 84 allows an authorized
individual to provide an indication that a heavy traffic load
response is required. At 86, an input function allows for an
individual to identify the originating floor from which the
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passengers will need to be carried. A menu option at 88
allows for selecting a preferred scheduling strategy such as
express operation, single direction operation, sectoring or
split group operation according to the preferences of the
authorized individual, for example.

The interface device 80 may be a handheld wireless
communication device or may be integrated into a building
communication network, for example.

The disclosed example allows for addressing particular
traffic needs within a building to dynamically provide peak
travel service from any of a plurality of floors within a
building. With the disclosed example it is possible to address
a variety of elevator traffic situations to move a large number
of passengers within a relatively short period of time to
provide enhanced elevator service.

The preceding description is exemplary rather than lim-
iting in nature. Variations and modifications to the disclosed
examples may become apparent to those skilled in the art
that do not necessarily depart from the essence of this
invention. The scope of legal protection given to this inven-
tion can only be determined by studying the following
claims.

We claim:

1. A method of controlling an elevator system that
includes a plurality of elevator cars within a building,
comprising the steps of:

determining that a temporary heavy traffic condition

exists that includes a plurality of passengers requiring
elevator service from an originating floor in the build-
ing that is distinct from a lobby floor;
temporarily dedicating a plurality of elevator cars to carry
the passengers from the originating floor; and

temporarily using a peak travel scheduling strategy for
controlling the plurality of elevator cars for a selected
period of time including

using a first scheduling strategy for controlling a first one

of the elevator cars; and

using a second, different scheduling strategy for control-

ling a second one of the elevator cars.

2. The method of claim 1, comprising

determining that the temporary heavy traffic condition

exists responsive to an indication from an authorized
individual.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the authorized indi-
vidual is a building manager.

4. The method of claim 1, comprising

determining that the temporary heavy traffic condition

exists responsive to a number of requests for elevator
service registered at the originating floor exceeding a
predetermined threshold.

5. The method of claim 1, comprising

determining that the temporary heavy traffic condition

exists responsive to a load in at least one elevator car
departing from the originating floor exceeding a pre-
determined threshold.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first scheduling
strategy comprises at least one of

using the first elevator car to carry passengers in only a

first direction from the originating floor; or

using the first elevator car to carry passengers to only a

first destination floor from the originating floor.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the second scheduling
strategy comprises at least one of

using the second elevator car to carry passengers in only

a second direction from the originating floor, the sec-
ond direction being different than the first direction; or
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using the second elevator car to carry passengers to only
a second destination floor from the originating floor, the
second destination floor being different than the first
destination floor.
8. The method of claim 1, comprising
determining a number of elevator cars to control using the
peak travel scheduling strategy based on information
regarding the temporary heavy traffic condition.
9. An elevator system, comprising:
a plurality of elevator cars situated within a building; and
a controller configured to
determine that a temporary heavy traffic condition
exists that includes a plurality of passengers requir-
ing elevator service from an originating floor in the
building that is distinct from a lobby floor;
temporarily dedicate more than one of the plurality of
the elevator cars to carry the passengers from the
originating floor; and
temporarily use a peak travel scheduling strategy for
controlling the more than one of the plurality of the
elevator cars for a selected period of time including
using a first scheduling strategy for controlling a first
one of the elevator cars; and
using a second, different scheduling strategy for con-
trolling a second one of the elevator cars.
10. The elevator system of claim 9, wherein the controller
is configured to
determine that the temporary heavy traffic condition exists
responsive to an indication from an authorized indi-
vidual.
11. The elevator system of claim 10, wherein the autho-
rized individual is a building manager.
12. The elevator system of claim 9, wherein the controller
is configured to
determine that the temporary heavy traffic condition exists
responsive to a number of requests for elevator service
registered at the originating floor exceeding a prede-
termined threshold.
13. The elevator system of claim 9, wherein the controller
is configured to
determine that the temporary heavy traffic condition exists
responsive to a load in at least one elevator car depart-
ing from the originating floor exceeding a predeter-
mined threshold.
14. The elevator system of claim 9, wherein the first
scheduling strategy comprises at least one of
using the first elevator car to carry passengers in only a
first direction from the originating floor; or
using the first elevator car to carry passengers to only a
first destination floor from the originating floor.
15. The elevator system of claim 14, wherein the second
scheduling strategy comprises at least one of
using the second elevator car to carry passengers in only
a second direction from the originating floor, the sec-
ond direction being different than the first direction; or
using the second elevator car to carry passengers to only
a second destination floor from the originating floor, the
second destination floor being different than the first
destination floor.
16. The elevator system of claim 9, wherein the controller
is configured to
determine a number of the elevator cars to control using
the peak travel scheduling strategy based on informa-
tion regarding the temporary heavy traffic condition.
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17. The elevator system of claim 9, wherein

the first scheduling strategy comprises allowing the first
elevator car to only stop at the originating floor and a
first destination floor; and

the second scheduling strategy comprises allowing the
second elevator car to stop at the originating floor and
more than one destination floor.

18. The method of claim 9, wherein

the first scheduling strategy comprises allowing the first
elevator car to only stop at the originating floor and a
first destination floor; and

the second scheduling strategy comprises allowing the
second elevator car to stop at the originating floor and
more than one destination floor.
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